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Notes from the Parish Council Meeting held 
in January 

Cemetery matters Cllr Ross confirmed that 
the memorial oak tree had been planted by her 
family at Christmas in memory of her late 
husband, John. The Cemetery Road highway 
sign had been hit by a vehicle but NNDC had 
advised that they would not be replacing it as 
there were no houses along the road.  A 
Working Party to tidy the cemetery would be 
held in the middle of March. 

Update on the Definitive Footpath 
Modification Application by the Parish 
Council There was no update on the progress 
of the application. A question was raised on 
whether or not the Church had made a 
submission. Cllr Yerby confirmed that the 
Diocese were expected to submit evidence 
regarding the track, and that they were known 
to have heavy involvement if access was 
denied.  

       Boundary Commission review NNDC Cllr 
Annie Green advised that the Boundary 
Commission review had been completed and 
was open to a further consultation. Her ward 
could be changed. 

Highway and Footpath matters Residents of 
Brick Kiln Road thanked the Parish Council for 
their efforts in securing improved signage in 
the road.   NCC Cllr Ramsbotham was also 
thanked. 

Clarks Lane Drainage The Chairman 
explained that a recent site meeting had taken 
place with Paul Bush Contracts Manager for 
William Morfoot, Henry and Charlie Cushing, 
himself and the Vice Chairman of the Parish 
Council and the Parish Clerk. A quotation had 
now been received for work in the lane  - total 

£1125 (for a day of work).  Cllr Cushing was 
able to report that Henry, having arranged and 
paid for similar work 10 years ago, would be 
willing only to supply a bowser. She would 
obtain clarification on ownership of the land. 
There was concern that, to alleviate the 
problem near the last property on the lane, a 
new pipe might need to be installed. The 
Chairman would speak to householders to see 
if they would be willing to contribute and also 
to advise of the disruption which could arise 
when the work was done.  The Clerk was 
asked to contact NCC to see if a drain jet 
could be arranged as water was not able to 
escape from the fields down the drain in the 
Street. 

Parish Partnership Grant – Thursford Green 
sign  on Walsingham Road.  The grant 
application had been submitted and a 
response should be received by the end of 
February. 

Planning matters The correspondence list 
advised that the planning application for the 
Snoring Barn at Hindringham had been 
returned without objections. It was noted that 
NNDC were soon to adopt a new planning 
system and matters would be dealt with 
electronically from April.  

Update on St Andrews Re-development 
project Cllr Yerby advised that there had been 
a meeting with the Church Architect.  A faculty 
was needed for the servery, toilet and also 
glazing improvements in the Church. £16,000 
had been raised for the project, so far.  The 
Church’s metal gates had recently been 
stolen.  

He had obtained a price for replacement.  The 
idea of the banner advertising church services 
would not now be progressed.  The Friends of 
St Andrews had organized a very successful 
Italian Evening at Hindringham Village Hall 

which has raised enough money to pay for the 
annual maintenance of the church.  A full 
programme of concerts had been arranged for 
2017. This would include the Sam Smith 
singers, Marham Military Wives Choir, The 



Purcell School, Double Octave and the 
Saphires. 

Notes from the Parish Council Meeting held  

in March 

NCC Cllr D Ramsbotham advised that the  

NCC budget would be increased by 4.8% with  

3% of this going on Adult Services and 1.8%  

going into the general fund.  There had been  

“back room” savings of £48 million although a  

further £25 million would need to be saved in  

the next two years. Government would require 

councils to bid for funding from 2020.  The  

Parish Partnership grants would be  

available again for 2017/18.  He had hopes  

that the Dudgeon cable route would be  

reinstated by the summer and asked for  

problems to be reported to the Highway  

Engineer. Further funds were available from  

Dudgeon.  He was trying to do something  

about speeding traffic, and asked for support  

with his campaign. 

NNDC Cllr A Green advised that NNDC  

council tax was not being raised for the  

seventh year although parking fees had been 

raised along with beach hut rents.  Cllr Bolan  

raised the matter of “Lynden” on The Street, a  

property unoccupied now for six years.  Cllr  

Green would raise the matter with the Officer  

at NNDC. 

Members of the public Mr G Cushing advised  

that Clarks Lane was not in his ownership and  

therefore he had no responsibility. 

Clarks Lane Drainage The Chairman advised 
that he had circulated a letter to householders 
with the possible options for drainage 
improvements.  This had been done following 
the site meeting with Wm. Morfoot and the 
Cushing families earlier in the year, to discuss 

the possible options for improvements to the 
drainage in the lane. He had had two replies to 
his letter and an e mail had been received 
from Cllr Cushing advising the lane was not in 
the ownership of Messrs G Cushing.  
Councillors were not keen for the Parish 
Council to fund any improvement to the 
drainage.  It was however noted that NCC 
would shortly be jetting the drain near to the 
junction of Clarks Lane with the Street. So, 
after much effort on the part of the Chairman 
to try and improve the lane for walkers, the 
matter was “parked”.  

Parish Partnership Grant – Thursford 
Green sign on Walsingham Road.  It was 
noted that NCC had awarded the 50% grant 
for the sign and the Chairman signed the 
agreement form necessary to progress with 
the project. 

Planning Applications Planning Ref 
PF/17/0314 Aveling Lodge, The Meadows. To 
allow property Aveling Lodge to be used for 
permanent residential accommodation.  
Members agreed to support the application. 
Planning Ref PF/17/ 0410 Clover Cottage, 
Heath Lane. Erection of single storey link 
extension and conversion of garage to 
ancillary accommodation.  Members agreed to 
support the application. Planning Ref 
PF/170390 Station Farm Barns, removal of 
condition 2 on planning permission 
PF/01/0606 to permit full residential use.  
Members agreed to support the application.  
The Clerk advised of the new Public Access 
planning system at NNDC. 

Mobile Library and supporting businesses 
coming to our parish 

The library visits our parish stopping at the 
Green every fourth Wednesday in the month.  
Next visits are April 26th, May 24th, June 21st 
and July 19th.  Are you aware of other services 
which come to our parish? We have a milkman 
and we have a newspaper delivery too. 

 

 

VILLAGE SPRING LITTER PICK 



Saturday 8th April starting 10.30 a.m. with coffee at Holly Lodge 

Please wear suitable footwear.  Litter bags and litter picks provided. 

Cemetery Working Party on 19th March 

Thanks to Jeremy, Gary, Jo, Cara, Sylvia, Sacha and Willow for working so hard in the cemetery.  Big 
thanks to Nigel for his enduring efforts with the bonfire for all the rubbish – and he succeeded!  
Thanks also to Cassie for the entertainment. We were able to selectively remove the bramble and 
elder enemies leaving the wild flowers to show their early Spring glory.  

Italian Evening Saturday 7th January in Hindringham Village Hall 

What a great way to start the New Year!  The event raised over £650 and the money raised will be 
used towards the upkeep of St Andrews. 

Doris (The name given to the February 
recent storm) UK Power Networks delivers 
the electricity to homes and businesses across 
London the East and South East of England, 
including the Melton Constable area, and it is 
their job to make sure that the lights stay 
on.  Below is a message the Parish Clerk 
received from them on the morning of “Doris”. 
Do make a note of the information they give 
about “Priority Service” and the telephone 
number at the end of the message. “Since 
2010 we have reduced the frequency of power 
cuts by 42%, however we recognise that while 
power cuts are less frequent, when they do still 
occur they can be very worrying, especially to 
older people, people with chronic medical 
conditions or parents of very young 
children.  That’s why we have set up a ‘Priority 
Services Register’ to enable us to identify 

vulnerable people quickly in the event of a 
power cut and get them the help they need. 
Although power cuts don’t happen very often 
when they do they can be worrying.  UK Power 
Networks is the electricity network and it 
provides a ‘Priority Services Register’ for 
people who might need extra help in a power 
cut.  Older people, families with very young 
children, and people with specific medical 
conditions are among the many people who 
are eligible to register for free support.  You 
can find more details and register by visiting 
ukpowernetworks.co.uk/prioritysupport or 
calling 0800 169 9970. Call 105 to report 
power cuts and damage to the electricity 
network (its free to call from a landline or 
mobile)  Lines which are down and causing 
risk call 999.  Tweet @ukpowernetworks to 
report a power cuts or to receive updates 

At the NRO: The Archive Centre (next to County Hall in Norwich) 

Family History.  A one-day course designed to help you begin your family history research.  The 
course introduces you to census returns, civil registration, parish registers and probate, using a 
mixture of talks and practical sessions.   Lunch not included. View original documents at these 
sessions, light refreshments provided in the morning. Mon 8 May, 10am-3pm Book at 
www.archives.norfolk.gov.uk/events or 01603 222599 

The Thursford Auxiliaries (1940-1944) 
Can you help? 
Recently, the Thursford Archive reported 
on the discovery of an underground 
“Operational Base”  known as an O.B. in 
the parish. It was one of many constructed 
in secret around the coast of eastern and 
southern Britain. Equipped with food, 
sleeping quarters, explosives and 
ordinance to last 4 weeks it contained 
many clever ways to hide a group of men 
trained in guerrilla warfare. They were all 
volunteers from a wide range of 
backgrounds and were our very last 
opportunity to disrupt an invading enemy 

during the Second World War. Their top-
secret existence has created much 
interest amongst researchers wishing to 
find out the truth of who they were, how 
they were trained, how they were armed 
and how effective they might have been in 
a crisis. 

It is 1940 and Churchill is now convinced 
we are going to be occupied by German 
Forces eventually. Guerrilla tactics are, of 
course, outside of the Geneva Convention 
and anyone captured taking part in this 
secret force known as “Churchill’s 



Underground Army” would receive little 
protection. They would be shot on sight.  

The Archive is preparing a second report 
on this fascinating aspect of our WW11 
plans and now some of the names of local 
men that were involved can be revealed. It 
is hoped that you might recognise some of 
the names and help us to complete the 
story. Some names are already in the 
public domain. Once near completion we 
hope we can honour these volunteers in 
some way. They were prepared to make 
the ultimate sacrifice by hiding away 
underground and wait for the sound of 
occupying forces overhead. They were 
trained to attack them behind their lines 
and cause devastation. 

The auxiliaries were stood down in 1944 
and were never required to unleash their 
special, highly secretive training. Their 
existence remains top secret and the men 
will never be officially recognised. We also 
have several stories from people who 
knew some of the men. Check out the 
village website (www.thursford.org.uk) and 
discover the names, the stories and some 
more photos of the O.B. discovered in 
Thursford. 

Have you any items for sale at the 
Sennowe Park, Stately Car Boot Sale? 
The Friends of St Andrew’s are holding a 
table top stall at this year’s Stately Car 
Boot Sale, an event that attracts a large 
number of visitors from all over Norfolk, 
organised by the Norfolk Churches Trust, 
on Sunday 30th April 10am to 3.30pm. 
 
We are looking to sell items such as china, 
ornaments, glassware, pictures, hard back 
books  or any other item that could be 
considered attractive or collectable. That 
includes things like individual cups and 
saucers which have become very 
popular.  All profits will go towards the 
upkeep of Thursford’s historic church and 
the development of WC and kitchen 
facilities to extend its use for all. 
 
If you have any items to contribute we 
would be very grateful for your support, 
either as a donation or on a 50/50 sale 
basis. Please drop your items off at Holly 
Lodge from 16th April onwards and give 
Jeremy or Gillian a ring in advance, 01328 
878465. 

For any further information or collections 
ring Chris and Janet on 01328 878476. 
(see insert to this Tablet edition) 
 
Dates for the diary: 
 
Saturday 8th April 10.30 
Village Spring Litter Pick 
Commencing at 10.30 from Holly Lodge 
 
Thursday 29th April 
7.00 p.m. in the Church 
Parochial Church Council Meeting 
 
Thursday 29th April 
7.00 p.m.in the Church 
Sam Smith Singers 
 
Sunday 30th April 10am to 3.30pm. 
Stately Car Boot Sale 
Sennowe Park, Guist 
 
Monday 15th May 7.00 p.m. 
Thursford Parish Council Annual Meeting 
and Annual parish Council Meeting 
 
Saturday 20th May at 7.00 p.m. 
The Military Wives Choir RAF Marham 
 
Saturday 27th May 
Methodist Coffee Morning 
Chapel 10.00 – 12.00 midday 
 
Wednesday 5th July  
7.00 p.m. in the Church 
Double Octave Summer Concert in the 
Church 
 
The Thursford Tablet is published by 
Thursford Parish Council. For more 
information please contact the Clerk on 
01328 878196 didann@outlook.com 
 
 
	  

	  


